GRAND-TUROR 


OFTHE 


City of Briſtoll, 


THEIR 


ADDRESS 


To the 


General Seſſhons of the Peace, 
T here Aſſembled : 
WHEREIN 


Are ſhewed their Reaſons for the put- 


ting the Laws in dane Execution againſt the 
Phanaticks and Papiſts.. 


And likewiſe ſhewing 


The Fears and Jealouſtes that they are daily in, 
if the ſame be neglected. 


Humbly offered to Conſideration) 


—— — 
——T— 


Printed with Allowance, 167x. 


5:6.3 Epiphany Seſſions, 1674, 


To the Right Worſpiptu”, the Mayor and Aldermen, 
Hs MajeSties TuStices of the Peace of and for 
this City and County, in-this their General-Seſſton s 
of the Peace now aſſembled. 


SSSreaeDd 3: thc Grand-Jurors for the borly of this Ciry, Le- 


, Wo $8 inz move. with a due ſenfe.of our Dutyes to- 


h wards Almizhry God, our zeal for the Church, 
& and the Honour and Intereſt of the true Refor- 
# med Religion ( as being Chriſtiars ) Our Loy- 
Wa\ alty and Allegiance towards our Soveraign Lord 
OS. the Kino, and the peace and profperity of His 

On. Maeſties Kingdoms ( as being His Subjedts ) and 
eſpecially of this City, whereof we are ſume of his Natives, aH 
Citizens, Burgeſies, and Inhabitants 3 And conſidering the ſacred 
and ſolemn Obligation, not only of the Oath by us taken when we 
entre41 upon this Service; together with the chave and direftions 
given us by this Court, but alſo of our Oaths of Burgeſſes, Do 
humbly crave leave, as hath:been uſual, to preſent and recommend 
to this Court, and to every of your Worthips in particular, our fad 
apprehenſions of the preſent State of this City, ſo far as His Maje- 
ſties Peace, relating to the Government, therein, both Eccleſiaftical 
and Civil, js concerned.. Hoping your Lordfſhips will not think ir 
improper for us; or beſides our preſent Duty, to give you an ac- 
count of the true'reaſons and occations of thoſe great- Diviſions, 
Diſturbances , Tumults,.\Routs, Riots . and«-Breaches of the 
Kings Peace which have beea- lately. amongſt us ;: andhave raiſed "uy 
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eauſe of fears — all = Nd ay —_ Intereſſe] SubjeAts with- 
in this City, That_if thele diſorders be. evenced., an4 the 
Offenders Gel” untſhed by-your' Worlbips ſreedy;care and 
aQtivity in purtingrhe Laws in Exegution, they will en4 1n the final 
ruine ang deſlation ob this Oiys and probably ina new Rebellion, 
' ( whichGod forbid ) For we ice by experience, that the impuniry of 
Ottendeps, and connivance at. their evil. praftices, {erves only to 
encouragethenritrthe difobechience of-poortant wiHoitcm Laws. 


The Perſons of ſo many of the Oifenders, .an1.the matter of thew 
ſeveral Crimes and Offences ( a3 we have hal knowleige thereot ) 
are fed torth in che particuiar Incidiments ant Prelenrments ageintt 
them heretoaunexe., which if informal, or deteciive, tor want of bu- 
ing in Latin, by reaſon of falſe Latin. or otherwile; 'we humbly de- 
ſire ſuch detect or want of Furm, may be fupplyei by order of this 
Court, 


The greateſt number of our Indiftments, an:1 Peſentments, ae 
a2ainſt Schiſmatical, Sellitiaus, and Diſloyal Seducers any Sefaries, 
who are the very Peſts and Fire-brands of our City, an! the pr inci- 
pal ( it not only ) diſturbers and breakers ot the Peace therein. 
The heads of thele Selucers are divers Strangers,” whe, preteicling 
themſelves to be Miniſters-ol Jeſus Chriſt (but in tru were neve? in 
Holy Orders, as we helieve) are lately come to fectle in this City, an4 


have male it their bulineſs ro impoſe Dottrines of, Duſobedience on 
the weak underſtandings of the ignorant and credulous.Mul:itude, to 
Form the People into ſeveral Parties: and Factions, to Se-luce them 
from theic due Allegiance to His Majeſty, and ro with:iraw them from 
the Churches, and the publick Worſhip and Service of God by Law 
Eſtabliſhed ( which -heſe Impoſtors call Antichriftiau ) unro unlaw- 
ful A./emblies and Conventicles, : ſer up by themſelves ( which they 
call Churches ) an.i to unite them into ſeveral Confederacies, to ſe 
parate from the'Church, and. forſake'rheir lawful Paſtors and Mini- 
ers ( whoare by them called Dops ) and to ſubitraft from them 
their due mainrenance, an apply it to rheſe Seducers ( who, at their 
Conventicles,, fiile theſe kind of praftices, Holy Combinarious ) And 
eat theſe unlawtu Afſemblies/ and »Conventicles, theſe Seducers. have 
taken on themſelves, of - heir owa Authority, ro Pray.and -Preach as 
they liſt; maſt commogly on Lords-Days, at times of Divine Service, 
and at othev times,w hereby they have ſo eacreaſed the vwumber of Dil- 
loyal, Antimonarchica) & Seditious Seftaiies amonelt us; and haveſo 
tamper'd wirhroomny; others or the ignorant &1)]-principled Mul- 
rtitude, &thoſeiof the younger fort, and have by their —_ & .y 
| xamples 


Examples, ſo inveighled them ine Difobediencs, and contempt of th 
Laws and Conſtiturions of this Kinzdom, both Ecdeſiattical and Ci 
vil; and the Government atid. Maghttrates of this Ciry, that une 
your Worſhips ſhall effedtually exert your Author'ty for the reſtrain* 
ng andreforming of theſe, and other ſuch liketheir licencious pro- 
proceedings, It may Julſt]y be feared, by the ſad experience. of the 
4atc troublcfom times, thar ( if it lye inthelemens zower.) notofily 
the Feace and Satery of this City, butalſo a total fu-verſſion of the 
preſent Efrabliſhmerts, bothin Church an1 State, willinevitably en- 
{.e: Which1ts themoreevicent, by their ſhutting the Doors of a Cole 
ven.icicin the Cattle, againſt ſeveral Juttices of the Peace, who went 
thit her in Perton, with the Lord Biſhop, todifperſe it, and denying 
thementrance, rill they ha! calie.4 Confitables to break the Doors. 
By their raiting Tumults and Riots in the principal parts of the Cit 
O11 every light occaſion. By their purſuing with Staves, and af- 
laulcing by throwing Stones at divers of thoſe, who are bound in 
Luty, or are commanited4.©O go to their Conventicles, in order to 
their Suppreſſion, or the Conviction of fuch as they find there, with 
{ucih great numbers, that many fober and loyal People are in great 
T error and Dread ol ſudden infurretions. To 10 great a heigth of 
Ivſolency are rhele Seducers and Seftaries now grown, asnot only to 
frequent Conventic'ez,but allo to challenge of the Magittrates Tolle- 
ration and Allowance tor Congrezating them withuut controll, when, 
where, and as ofren az they pleaſe whereunto they draw great num- 
ters of People, deligning thereby, to encreaſe and ſtrengthen their 
rarty, and to appear the more formicable. Inſomuch, that within 
this Ciry, to be reputed Loyal, begins now to be accounted matter 
of ſcandal and reproach; and ſchiſm, ſedition, and fation, hath the 
boldneſs to out-face Authority. 


And we cannot but take notice, That ſome men, who were very 
ative againtt His late Majeſty ( of glorious memory ) in our late Ci- 
vil Wars; and others, who owe their Lives and Eſtates ro His now 
Ma eſties Clemency and AﬀAs of Indempnity, are now the chief 
Countenancers and Supporters of theſe ſchiſmatical Preachers in their 
{--litious praQices z and are fo far from. being obliged to SubjeRtion 
aid Obedience to the Laws, by His Majeſties Grace and Goodneſs 
thar they are thereby encouraget ro be the more Diſobecient and 
Difloya!, and to ſeduce others to be fo alſo. So that this City, 
which was formerly famous for true Religion and Loyalty, and for 
unity within ie ſelf, and natural love and amity, is now rent and torn 
with Schiſm and FaQion :- And unleſs there be etfeftual care taken by 
your Wcrthips, for the exterminating: hence thefe kind” of _— 
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ors. 4nd Seducer oxtas Tupp ww 3-0 cheir- Conventicles; 

tinz the Laws to that purpole-in. due Zxecution, Our City will 
fhorely become a Sanfruary for Diſloyal and T urbulen: Spirits, and 
contemners and breakers of all Laws and civil SanRions, Qur Relizi- 
on and Goyerument will be proſticuted ro the Humors and Luſts af 
uarcalonable men, to be obeyel or diſobeyel at their Wilks an4 
Plealures, 'and the Authority of our Magiſtrates trample under the 
Feet of ſuch as deſpiſe Dominion, and freak Evil of Digniries, 
which muſt needs introduce remedileſs Siforder and confuſion ; and 
may at laſt, for onght we know, maujd the Y.ulgar inro@ willinzneſs ry 
embrace Popery.. 


But we are heartily glad to ſeetheready. and agtive concurrence of 
your Worſhips, with.the Right Reverenl Father in God the Lord 
Biſhop, inthe preventing ot thoſe growinz miſchiets, and humbly 
entreat both. your Worſhips and his Lordthip, to perfi{t unanimouſf] 
in ſo neceſſary a work. And we have reaſon to rezoyce and blef: God, 
tor the great care and vigilance of ſo good an.! fairh-ul a Shepherd, 
as iis Lordſhip is, over this part of his Flock, and for his inveiariga- 
ble care and endeavours to ſecure it from: being invailed ani devou- 
red, hoping that all the hard cerſfures he hath, or ſhall meer with, 
from any Seducers Sea ies, or Diſloyal Ferſons, or their Fayourers, 
will not at all diſcourage him in the prolecucion of -lo honourable 
and worthy an undertaking. 


And we do he. eby engage, in the name of our ſelves, and all others 


the Loyal Citizens, Burgefſes, and Inhabitants of rhis City, that 
ye are, and ſhall be ready, to ſacrifice our Lives and Fortunes with 
you In defence of His Majelties Perſon, Crown, and Dtgnity, and the 
Eſtabliſhed Laws. 


And Laſtly, Wethank your Worſhips care for the preſervation of. 
the Liberties and Priviledges of this City, in not admitting any to be 
freed, without their firſt taking the Oath. of a Burgeſs, which cae 
we humbly defiremay be continued, 

* And wedo here humbly preſent to the Right Worſhipful Sir Fobn 
Knight, now preſgpt in Court, as being one of our Repreſentatives in 
Rs, as well as one of His Majeſties Juſtices: of the Peace for 
.« this City and County, theſe our common grievances and complaints - 
* to be by him communicated to the Right Worſhiptul Sir Humphbrey- 

© Hooke Knight, the other of our Repreſentatives, and the Collonel of 
the Militia and Train'd -Bands for this City ; and domake it our unani- ' 
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m ous recueſt unto them both,to endeavour the redrefling the ſame, 
and to1ccure the Peace of this City, by all the ways and means t 
can,accorling to their belt prudence anddiſcretion.againſt the grow 
wing evils an! danzers, ariſing from the prattices of ſuch as are Diſ- 
loyal Ol ftinate, and Secitious, T hart ſo true Peace, Unity, and 
Chat i-y, may be reſtored and re-eſtabliſhed amongſt us. To which 
end, we all heartly pray, 


God Save the King. 


Richard Daw. Walter Gumer, 
Fobn Napper. Fobn Warren, 
Richard Wellichapp. Thomss Davidge. 
Kichard Clifford. Walter Steward. 
Fobn Eftwick, Thomss Greene. 
Jobn Whiting. Ambroſe Hancock. 
William Buſh. Fdm. Arundel. 
Sammnel Rogers. { Robert Thorne. 
John Minor. | George Hartz. 


